
A  B E G I N N E R ’ S  G U I D E

How to Read a Yarn Band
The label tells you almost everything you need to know. Here’s what it means.

Rachel’s Faux Fiber Emporium

H E I R L O O M  D K

1 00% MERINO WOOL
Superwash

100 g  ·  210 m / 230 yd

W E I G H T

DK Category 3 · Light

N E E D L E S

4 mm  ·  US 6

G A U G E

22 sts × 30 rows = 10 cm

C A R E

30

C O L O R

512  Fig Plum

Dye Lot  0417
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1 Brand & yarn name
The name to remember when you want more of it, or
when a pattern calls for it by name.

2 Fiber content
What it’s made of. Wool is springy and forgiving;
cotton is cool and less stretchy; acrylic is washable and
inexpensive. Start with wool if you can, but most of all,
obey your pattern.

3 Weight & length
How much yarn is in the ball. Your pattern says how
much yarn you need, usually with a little wiggle room.
Divide by this number to know how many balls to
buy.

4 Weight category
How thick the yarn is: lace, fingering, sport, DK,
worsted, aran, bulky, in order from most fine to most
thick. Match your pattern when you can.

5 Needle size
The size the maker suggests. Go by millimeters, not US
numbers. If your pattern calls for a size that’s different
than the band says, obey the pattern. Or knit a gauge
swatch.

6 Gauge
How many stitches and rows make a 10 cm (4 inch)
square. Knit a small swatch to check that yours
matches before you cast on.

7 Care symbols
Whether it can go in the washing machine, the dryer,
or under an iron. Most wool prefers a gentle
hand-wash and dry, but you can’t always get what you
want.

8 Color & dye lot
The dye lot is the batch. Colors shift slightly between
batches, so buy every ball for one project from the
same lot when you can.

This card is one page of Learn to Knit an Heirloom Wardrobe, a free seven-step guide
from two stitches to your first sweater.  Get it at rachelfletcherwrites.com
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